Home Connection
Grade 11 H - Unit 2: The Individual and Society
Dear Family,
In this unit, students will learn about individuality, considering how figures who stood out
from the crowd have actually helped shape society. Students will read a variety of texts and
listen to and view media as they discuss the Essential Question for the unit.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION:

As a class, in small groups, and independently, students will work to answer the question What role
does individualism play in American society? Give your student the opportunity to continue the
discussion at home.
TALK IT OVER WITH YOUR STUDENT

• What are some of the ways you could answer the question What role does individualism play in American
society?
• What do these selections suggest about individuality? Is it more important to fit in or stand out?
• Why do you think stories about individualism are so popular in the media and in books and film?
• What is the most interesting aspect of the individual and society that you learned from your reading?
PERFORMANCE TASKS AND PERFORMANCE-BASED ASSESSMENT

Your student will need to answer the question What significant incident helped me realize that I am
a unique individual? He or she will write a personal narrative and then may give a storytelling
session, drawing on knowledge gained from the selections in this unit, as well as from the
Performance Tasks he or she completed.

Activities and assignments in Unit 2 will help your student meet the following standards for reading
literature and informational texts, writing, and speaking and listening. Here are some key standards
students will work toward mastering in this unit.
Reading
• Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in
the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including
words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh,
engaging, or beautiful.
• Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure
specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a
story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution)
contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its
aesthetic impact.
• Analyze multiple interpretations of a story, drama, or poem,
evaluating how each version interprets the source text.
Writing
• Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive
topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient
evidence.

• Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the
significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization that logically
sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
• Introduce a topic organize complex ideas, concepts, and
information so that each new element builds on that which
precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when
useful to aiding comprehension.
• Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and
relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s
knowledge of the topic.
Speaking and Listening
• Present information, findings, and supporting evidence conveying a
clear and distinct perspective such that listeners can follow the line
of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed,
and the organization, development, substance, and style are
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and
informal tasks.

Thank you for your continuing support!
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