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Home Connection 

Grade 9 Unit 3: The Literature of Civil Rights 

Dear Family, 

In this unit, students will learn about the civil rights movement, considering the importance of 

the written and spoken word during that period of American history. Students will read a 

variety of texts and view media as they discuss the Essential Question for the unit. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: 

As a class, in small groups, and independently, students will work to answer the question How can 

words inspire change? Give your student the opportunity to continue the discussion at home. 
 

TALK IT OVER WITH YOUR STUDENT 

• What are some of the ways you could answer the question How can words inspire change? 

• How important was literature to the civil rights movement? Is it still important to issues we face today? 

• Why do you think this time in American history is of great interest in the media and in books and film? 

• What is the most interesting aspect of the literature of civil rights that you learned from your reading? 

 

PERFORMANCE TASKS AND PERFORMANCE-BASED ASSESSMENT 

Your student will need to answer the prompt Explain how words have the power to provoke, calm, 

or inspire. He or she will write an informative essay and may prepare a multimedia presentation, 

drawing on knowledge gained from the selections in this unit, as well as from the Performance Tasks 

he or she completed. 

 

Here are some key standards students will work toward mastering in this unit. 

Reading 
• Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 
text. 

• Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or 
events, including the order in which the points are made, how they 
are introduced and developed, and the connections that are 
drawn between them. 

• Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and 
analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view 
or purpose. 

• Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary 
significance including how they address related themes and 
concepts.  

Writing 
• Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and 

information to make important connections and distinctions; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), 
and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 

• Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples appropriate to the audience’s 
knowledge of the topic. 

• Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while 
attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 
they are writing. 

Speaking and Listening 
• Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 

media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) evaluating 
the credibility and accuracy of each source. 

• Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 
understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 
interest.  

 

Thank you for your continuing support! 


